COASTAL ZONE ,\

INFORMATION CENTER

12929

(-

c.2

THE LAND USE
HANDBOOK
Section

Your Land

Handbook Index

~Section 1{TMENT OF CONSERVATION LAND USE REGUL

[N

e L

ATION COMMISSIO




This Manual was financed in part by the National
Endowment for The Arts. The views expressed,
however, do not necessarily represent the views
of the Endowment.

November 1978

\—

Reproduction or resale of any part of this booklet
for commercial purposes requires written permis-
ston from the Department of Conservation, State
House, Augusta, Maine 04333.

Printed under appropriation number 1509-1001.




\—

¢
u

AN —

Introduction

The Land Use Handbook is intended to help
you understand Maine’s land use laws and
make the best use of yourland.

Section 1 is a guide to the Handbook as a
whole. It contains a brief table of contents on
pages 2 and 3 and a comprehensive index by
subjects on pages 4 through 8.

Sections 2 through 4 of the Handbook will
tell you how to find information about land
use; what the basic Maine laws are that
govern fand use; how and why this Commis-
sion regulates land wuse in Maine's
unorganized territory, and how to go about
obtaining a Building Permit to build in this
area. The last two sections of the Handbook,
5 and 6, present design ideas for home-
owners and builders and proven methods to
control erosion on woodlots.

We hope the Land Use Handbook will give
you ideas and information that will save you
money and add to your enjoyment of your
land.

The Maine Land Use Regulation Commission

o

Please note: this Handbook is intended for general information. It is not intended for
legal reference.
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andbook Contents

Maine Land Use Laws

Section

Section 2 explains most of the important laws that
relate to land use and building in Maine.

Maine Land Use Regulation
Commission (L.U.R.C.)

Section 3 describes how the Land Use Regulation
Commission, the agency responsible for planning and
zoning the 10.5 million acres of Maine’s unorganized
territory, works.

Section
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How to Apply fora L.U.R.C.
Building Permit

Section 4 is written for people who are planning to
build a house or camp on land in the unorganized
townships or plantations. It has three parts: an ex-
planation of the building permit application procedure;
an explanation of how to prepare the application; and
information on other regulations affecting people plan-
ning to build a house or camp.

Section

Design Ideavs'

Section 5 discusses things to consider when siting a
home, subdividing land, designing a sign, or working a
sand or gravel pit. It has four parts. The first discusses
how to plan a-home on the land and things to consider
before you buiid it. The second part tells how to design
a small subdivision of 3 to 10 lots. Surface mining is
discussed in the third part of the book. The final sec-
tion offers ideas for designing and placing signs to
advertise a business on your property.

Section

Erosion Control on Logging Jobs

This 'section is written for small woodlot owners,
woods operators, and contractors. It explains how to
plan and lay out skid and truck roads, and how to avoid
erosion problems on logging roads. The section con-
cludes with a short explanation of the laws that
woodlot owners, operators, and contractors need to
know about before they begin a harvest operation.

Section

Controle de I’Erosion dans
les Chantiers

Cette Section a ete ecrite pour les proprietaires de
petites terres a bois. Elle decrit les facons de preparer
et de disposer les sentiers et les chemins de camion-
nage et de debuscage, et les facons de modifier les
chemins pour eviter I'erosion. La Section se termine
avec une courte description des lois que les pro-
prietaires de lots a bois, les operateurs et les con-
tracteurs devraient connaitre avant de commencer la
coupe du bois.

J
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“Handbook Index

Topics covered in the Handbook are listed by section and page number. Section
numbers are listed on the right in bold type, followed by page numbers, printed in

lighter type.

Agriculture
Areas where permits may. .. 3
be required

Aquifer Recharge'Areas. R |
Beaches...................2
Boat Launchingramps.......2

8,12,18,

19,23
22

10, 12,
14,15

14,15

Boatmoorings.........
Boundaries (property). . .

‘Bridges

Stream Alteration and.
Great Pond Laws

Permits, areas where .

building standards apply

Planning, log bridges . ..

Building

Permits, areas where , ..
building is regulated, Lot

Standards

10
7,16-17

12,14

10, 38, 41

7,21,22

8,9,10,
24,26
42

_J

4

The Land Use Handbook — Section 1



Building Permit and Appli-. . . . 4

cation for a Building Permit

C

Campgrounds
Causeways ..
Clearingland .

Cluster development ... ... ..

Coastal Wetlands Law . ... ...

Comprehensive Land Use . . ..

Plan (CLUP)
Cross drains. .

Culverts (timber harvesting)

Water Crossing Standards. .

How toinstall culverts,. . ...
open top culverts

D

Dams

Stream AlterationLaw .. ...

Land Use Standards .......

Deer wintering

areas. ........

Development (Commercial,

industrial)

Permits, areas where ......
development is regulated,
subdivisions, Protection

Subdistricts

Development Districts . ......

Development Subdistricts . ... 3

Dredging. . . ..
Dunes (sand) .

3-10

18, 23-24
12,14

6,18
34,36

33
10,11
5,6

38, 41
11,12-14

12
34
24

8-10, 12,
15,17, 21
22-25

13, 15,16

5,12,
13,24

12,14,15

25

10, 12, 14

10
14

E

Energy conservation. ........

(in homes)

Erosion

Laws pertaining. ....... .

Subdistricts where erosion . 3

is regulated

Surface mining

Timber harvesting. ........

Exhibits

RequiredforLU.R.C. ...... 4

Building Permits

Fish weirs. . ...
Floats........

G

General Development. .......

Subdistrict
Gravel pits

SiteLaw....

Permits. . ...

Great Ponds

GreatPondsLaw. .........
Pond and Lake Area ... ....

Subdistricts

Ground water. .

7,8,10,
16, 22,
23,24

12, 15,
19, 21

26, 28, 38,
40, 41

13,17,
35-37

3,4,7,9,
19, 20,
22,23

4,6,7,8

11,12, 14

9

10
10,15
8,23
23,24

15

14
25

22,31

J
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H Land Use Standards
Land Use Districtsand. .. .. 3 5,6,12,
Houses Subdistricts 13, 15-21,
o 23-27,
Areas where building .. .. .. 3 13,1833 32.43
is regulated 2
L | Plumbing | ector . . .. 17,25
Building permits .......... 4 311 (L?;ir) umbing fnsp 4 3
Siting a home, mobile. . .. .. 5 625 inal ‘ 6 2425
homes, landscaping, Logginglaws............... ,
driveways, energy saving Lot size
Ideas LotStandards ............ 3 42
Checklist, subdivisions,....5 5,27-30
. slopes, soils, vegetation,
lay out
Insulation. ................. 5 2224 M
L Management Districts ....... 4 13,1516
Management Subdistricts . ... 3 5,12, 18
Lakes
Marinas ................... 2 12,14
Conversion of Seasonal....2 17,18,19
Dwellings Law, Shoreland Marshes
Zoning Law Coastal Wetlands Law . . . .. 2 10
Land Use Districts, areas...3 12,13,25 Shoreland Areas . ......... 3 29
where development is 31, 36, 37, . . - :
regulated, mining and timber 40, 41 Mineral extraction (mining)
harvesting standards . Areas wheremining ....... 3 23,24,31,
Landings/yards (timber .. .. .. 6 57,23 is regulated, mining 37
harvesting) standards
Landscaping ............... 5 16-19, 30, Planning, screening,. .. .. .. 5 3537
41 erosion, reclamation
Land Use Districts. . ......... 3 25,12, Minimum Lot Size
32 Minimum Lot SizeLaw .. ... 2 8,918
Land Use Subdistricts ....... 3 12,13, Shoreland Zoning Law . ... .. 4 12,13
4 15-31,12,
13 ~ Mobile homes
Land Use GuidanceMaps ....3 6,13, 32, i Permits.................. 3 8
33
How to apply fora permit...4 3-5
4 12,13 . . .
Siting, skirting, foundations 5 15,16
Land Use Laws Mountain Area Subdistricts. .. 3 12, 13,26
Checklist ................ 2 4
L.U.R.C.jurisdiction ......... 3 4

@
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On-premise signs Screening (with plantings)
Design ideas, wall signs, ... 5 38-41 Siting a home, energy. ..... 5 6,813,
projecting, free-standing conservation, mobile homes, 15,17-19,
signs. landscaping, driveways, 21,30, 36
: laying out lots, borrow pits
P Seeding ................... 6 23
Setbacks
Parkinglots . ............... 2 6 Shoreland Zoning . ... . ... . 2 18
Permits Pond and Lake Area . ... . .. 3 252941,
Checklist ................ 2 3 Subdistricts, Shoreland Area 42
Subdistricts, Timber
Building, Subdivision,...... 3 8,10,13, R
Development, Forestry 16,17,35 Harvesting, lot standards
Operations, Utility Line, 363 38 Regulations.............. 11,16-17
Road, Bridge permits Sitingahome............. 14
Pesticides ...... e 3 34 Sewage disposal
g'ab“d".e:’ .Df"e'”'“e“' """ 3 1516 Small lots, large. . . ..... ... 8,9,
ubdistricts projects, seasonal dwellings, 17-18, 26
Plantation ................. 3 3,4 Shoreland Zoning Law,
(unorganized territory) 4 3 plumbing code
Plumbingcode ............. 2 2526 Regulations.............. 3 34
4 11,13,17, Soils Report, choosing. . . .. 4 911,
18,19 asystem, set back 17-19
Plumbing Permits ........... 2 25 Soils map, subdivisions.... 5 14,29,
4 3 31,33
Ponds .......ooovunenon... See Lakes and Shoreland
Great Ponds Sewage disposal, ......... 2 8,914,
Protection Districts. ......... 3 59,12 construction standards, 15,17-19
20, 21 Conversion of Seasonal
Dwellings Law, Shoreland
R Zoning Law
Shoreland Protection . ..... 3 12,13, 25,
RemotePonds.............. 3 27 Subdistricts, Pond and Lake 29, 30
Residential Development. . . . . 3 15,26 ﬁ«}regtSut()jdlsatrlcts, Tree Clear-
Subdistricts Ing Standards
- Shorelineandroad ........ 4 15
Retainingwalls ............. 2 12,14 frontage, set back, waste
Roads disposal regulations
Frontage. ..........ooun.. 4 11,15 Cuttingtrees,............. 5 13,32,33
Permits.................. 3 810,24, subdivisions zoning
26,31,34 Timber harvesting. ........ 6 5,925
LOGGING -« vverrenrnn.n. 6 34,58 near shoreland 26

\— /
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Signs
Standards................ 3
Designideas ............. 5

Siteanalysis ............... 5

Site LocationLaw........... 2

Skiareas................... 3

Slash (timber harvesting)

Timber Harvesting. ........ 3
Standards
Laying outroads, slash ....6
- onskid roads, slash in
streams
Slopes
Unstable Soiland ......... 3
Geological Areas
Slope map, laying out lots .. §
Loggingerosion .......... 6
Soils
Building Permit........... 4
requirements, waste disposal
systems
Sitingahome, ............ 5
subdivisions
Soils Report/Test. . .......... 2
4
Streams
Laws orregulations ....... 2
Shoreland, wetland, ....... 3
mining and timber harvesting
standards
Stream AlterationLaw ....... 2
Subdivisions
Laws........coivennnn o 2
‘ Permits, definitions, . ... ... 3

areas not allowed

N

34, 44,45
38-41

59,12,
28,35

47
8,26

40, 41

8, 20, 24

28

28,30

4,8,7,9,
15

4,9,12,
13,19

5-7,13,
27,29-31

25
9,10

8,12, 17,
18

29, 31,
36-38
40, 41

12

5,6, 19,
21

8-11,
16-18
22-25,27

State requirements, ....... 5 26-34
laying out lots, site features,
shoreland subdivisions

Subsurface wastewater See
disposal regulations Plumbing
Code
Tide water
Frontage................. 2 8
Shoreland, wetland, ....... 3 29, 31, 36,
clearing and mining 37
standards
Timber harvesting
Permit process, areas. ..... 3 8-12, 18,
where harvesting is control- 19,24
led, clearing standards 26-27,29
31,34,36
40
Timber hauling ........... 6 368,09,
10, 20, 23

See also Land Use Subdistricts in the Index
and Section 6 of the Handbook

Title/Right/interest . .. ... .. .. 4 6
TreeGrowthTax ............ 2 23
USGSMap................. 4 7
Wells. ..................... 4 17

5 3
Wetlands . ................. 3 12,13, 29,

31

Wharves................... 2 6,12,14
ZONeS .......ooiiiiia. See Land Use

Districts and Land
Use Subdistricts in
the Index .
Zoningmaps .............. See Land Use
‘ Guidance Maps in
the Index

J
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